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FIVE THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW 
ABOUT YOUR FUTURE 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
Are you currently on the home hunt? You probably have 
a list of needs and wants. Have you included anything 
about the neighborhood? 

In addition to bedrooms, baths, and interior upgrades, 
it’s a good rule of thumb to ask a few questions about 
the potential neighborhood you may want to call home. 
When you’re thinking about buying, here are some 
questions you can ask to help determine if the 
neighborhood will be a good fit for you. 

1. Is the area well-maintained? Take a walk around the 
block. Drive through the neighborhood. Are properties 
well-maintained? Are roads in good condition? The 
appearance of the lawns, homes, and public spaces can 
reveal a lot about the area. 

2. Are there any rules and regulations you need to be 
aware of before you commit? Do you mind if your 
renovations and landscaping are restricted by 
homeowner association bylaws? Find out if the 
neighborhood has any rules and regulations, and what 
they are. 

3. What is the reputation of the school district? Even if 
you don’t have children, the school district’s status can 
affect property values. Get the scoop on the district’s 
rankings in academics and financial stability. 

4. What’s the crime rate? Oftentimes you can find maps 
provided by the city that show what crimes occur in the 
area and how often. The FBI may also have reports 
available for the area. Do a little research to make sure 
you’ll feel safe in your new home. 

5. What amenities are nearby? For some homebuyers, 
access to public transportation is important. Others 
want to live near parks, shops, or restaurants. Find out 
what amenities the area offers to ensure that you 
choose a neighborhood that suits your lifestyle. 

Buying a home is a complex process with many fac-
tors to consider.  

Prepare for the decisions you’ll need to make along 
the way by requesting my free report, “10 Easy 
Steps to Buying a Home.” 

Just call me at (571) 207-0890  or email me at 
adrienne@adriennegreen.com and I’ll send it right 
out to you. 

THINKING OF BUYING A NEW 
HOME? 

 GET MY FREE GUIDE 
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It used to be that family histories, stories, 
and traditions got passed down orally from 
the older generation to the younger 
generation, to be continually preserved and 
shared.  

Nowadays, in a world where life moves fast 
and almost everything happens online, that 
kind of oral storytelling happens less and 
less. But without it, the memories of our 
elders will disappear when they pass. 

The solution: combine that storytelling with 
the power of technology to record those 
stories and make them permanent. Here’s 
how. 

Get your elders on board. This could be 
your parent, grandparent, or even a 
neighbor whose stories you enjoy. Explain 
to them that you love hearing their life’s 
tales and want to record them so that you’ll 
never forget. 

Choose your equipment. If your storyteller 
agrees, set up a camera or smartphone on a 
tripod so that you can capture their voice 
and their physical presence. If they’re 

nervous, stick with a recorder or app that 
does the same. 

Use prompts. You’ll want to provide some 
direction to help inspire your storyteller. 
This could take the form of a stack of family 
snapshots, heirlooms, or a list of interview-
style questions. (Where did you grow up? 
Tell me about your wedding day.)  

Turn the recordings into a keepsake. This 
could mean editing your footage into a 
family movie, interspersed with photos and 
clips. Or you could create a scrapbook that 
includes transcriptions of your recordings, 
along with a USB key that can be popped 
into a computer to play the audio file. 

IS YOUR FAMILY HISTORY PRESERVED 
FOR POSTERITY? 

JUNE 2019 
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WORTH READING 

Computer Eye Strain: 10 Steps for Relief 
By Gary Heiting, OD, and Larry K. Wan, OD 
Allaboutvision.com 
Eye fatigue may be an inevitable consequence of fre-
quently using a computer, but it doesn’t have to ham-
per your productivity. This article gives some tips for 
how to prevent over-tired eyes. You can adjust your 
computer display settings, your workspace furniture, 
and your lighting. Remember: consult an eye doctor. 
Regular eye appointments are crucial. Your doctor 
may be able to give you a prescription for glasses de-
signed for computer use. More: https://tinyurl.com/
worth06192 

 

30 Things to Always Keep in Your Gym Bag 
By Maghan McDowell 
Livestrong.com 
A well-stocked gym bag is crucial for a successful 
workout. Your bag should include proper gear for the 
gym: headbands, simple running shoes, socks, and a 
hand towel. As you pack, you should also consider 
your activities beyond the gym. Include makeup, 
toothpaste, and a toothbrush so you’re prepared for 
post-workout appointments. Keep protein bars and 
salt tablets handy to nourish yourself. And remember: 
never forget deodorant. More: https://tinyurl.com/
worth06191 

 

12 Small-Deck Design Ideas for Outdoor Dining 
and Lounging 
By Lauren Dunec Hoang 
Houzz.com 
Prepare your small deck for optimal use this barbecue 
season. Use the space strategically. Overhead lights 
and hanging plants can free up valuable floor space. 
Purchase small furniture. Outdoor rugs that are 
themed for specific seasons can make your space 
more engaging. MORE: https://tinyurl.com/
worth06193 

 

WHY NOT PASS ME TO A 
FRIEND? 

If you’ve enjoyed this newsletter and 
found its information useful, please pass it 
to a neighbor, friend or co-worker. 

And if you have any comments about it, 
don’t forget to give me a call or send me 
an email! 

QUICK 
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LOCAL BUSINESS FEATURE: 
Rebekah Coughlin with 

Custom Ink 

Rebekah is a dynamic problem solver who helps people throughout Northern 
Virginia with their custom product needs as Custom Ink’s Territory Manager. She 
provides all kinds of personalized service! Want to see samples of products in 
person? She’ll bring them out to you! Not finding exactly what you’re looking 
for? Talk to Rebekah, she can source new products and get you exactly what you 
need. 
 
What is the Business' Background?  
Our founder, Mark Katz, founded in the company in 2019 on a couch in his parent's 
garage. We actually still have that very couch proudly displayed along a wall with 
pictures of all the new "Inkers" that have joined. Now, Custom Ink is the leader in 
custom apparel and accessories for groups, events, and special occasions. Over the 
past 19 years, the company has printed more than 100 million t-shirts for teams, 
schools, businesses and more across the country. And while we are based in Fair-
fax, Virginia we have additional locations in Charlottesville, Virginia; Reno, Nevada; 
Dallas, Texas; and Los Angeles, California  
 
What Is Your Goal or Philosophy With This Business? 
Custom Ink is more than just a t-shirt company, it's truly a community focused com-
pany - and that's what drew me to working here. Yes, Custom Ink helps people cre-
ate custom gear for their clubs, companies, charities, family reunions, and more, 
but there is an authentic passion that bleeds through everyone in this company to 
help bring what its customer's love to life.    
 
How Does Being in Northern Virginia Enhance Your Business? 
We love being able to collaborate with our customers on their custom designs 
whether that is on the phone, over email or in person, but being in Northern  
Virginia gives us direct access to so many of our customers and in a wide range of 
industries. We are able to work directly with everyone from local youth sports 
teams to companies like Google. 
 
Our logo is also our mascot - we call him Inky! He's become pretty popular in the 
Nova area and it's always nice to see someone who recognizes the brand when I'm 
wearing it and often I see it on a sticker or a tag when I'm out in the community. 
 
Can You Share a “Hidden Gem” in NOVA: A place or event that you enjoy that’s 
under the radar ? 
 I love the Mosaic District where  our home office is located. It's a great combina-
tion of shopping and dining and the development has done a great job at creating a 
sense of community. There are always events occurring - farmers markets, movies 
and yoga on the lawn, etc. It's a great place to spend time after work or on the 
weekends. I'm a big fan of the Jinya ramen restaurant and they just opened a new 
whiskey bar I'm excited to try out! 
 
Learn more about Custom Ink at customink.com. You can reach Rebekah directly 
at  rebekah.coughlin@customink.com  or (703) 505-8486. 
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NORTHERN VIRGINIA REAL ESTATE MARKET STATISTICS 

Summer and picnics just go together. If 
you’re a fan of the seasonal outdoor party, 
this year you can picnic like a pro. Here are 
ways you can enhance your al fresco 
experiences. While you’re enjoying the 
great outdoors, you want to be kind to it 
too. This means picnicking with a 
conscience. Think reusable and recyclable. 
Forget paper plates and napkins. Invest in 
inexpensive enamel plates. They’re sturdy, 
light, and reusable. Colorful cloth napkins 
add a festive touch. Flatware from home 
beats plastic forks. 

Choose your menu with attention to 
simple, safe, and transportable help-
yourself foods, or prepack individual meals 
in divided, covered containers. Finger 
foods are usually best, but family-style 
salads and desserts are fun and easy to 
serve. 

Avoid mayonnaise (which can spoil), sticky 
puddings, and sugary cakes that invite 

creepy-crawlies. And remember to pack a 
natural bug balm to keep the nasties away. 
A frozen juice container will keep your food 
chilled while the juice defrosts. Or frozen, 
water-filled balloons will do the trick, and 
they’re reusable and fun.  

A blanket, delicious food, and plenty to 
drink are the basic requirements. With a 
little effort, your picnic event can be a 
memorable one. And that’s the whole idea, 
isn’t it? 

ASK THE AGENT: THIS 
MONTH’S QUESTION 

What can make my offer stronger? 

To get the best response from a seller, you 
want to put your best foot forward.  

This starts with a preapproval. Before you 
make an offer on a home (and before you 
even begin to look at homes), you should 
meet with a lender and get preapproved for 
a loan. Having this preapproval in hand to 
submit with an offer lets the sellers know 
you are a serious buyer who can afford their 
home. I have lenders that I work with 
regularly if you ever need a referral. 

And, of course, price is important. In a hot 
market, you may be competing with multiple 
offers and need to come in at full price. In 
other situations, you may have more 
negotiating power. Your real estate agent 
will help determine a reasonable offer. We 
provide valuable insight to help you make 
the best offer. 

Flexibility and a willingness to close 
whenever is most convenient to them are 
also nice perks that could put the cherry on 
top for the seller. 

PICNIC LIKE A PRO THIS SUMMER 

Each month I’ll give you a new question. Just email me at 
adrienne@adriennegreen.com or call (571) 207-0890 for the 
answer. 

How can you salvage a cake that is stuck to the bottom of the 
pan? 

QUICK 
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CABBAGE AND 
PINEAPPLE SLAW 

Here’s a new spin on an old favorite.  

This tasty Hawaiian-style coleslaw is sure to be 
a hit at your next BBQ.  

Serves 6 

 3/4 cup mayonnaise 

 1 1/2 tablespoons unseasoned rice vine-
gar 

 2 tablespoons pineapple juice 

 1 teaspoon salt 

 Freshly ground black pepper, to taste 

 2 cups shredded white cabbage 

 1 cup julienned jicama or green apple 

 1 cup finely chopped pineapple 

 1/4 cup sliced scallions 

 3 tablespoons chopped fresh cilantro 

Whisk the mayonnaise, vinegar, pineapple 
juice, salt, and pepper together in a medium 
bowl.  

Add the prepared cabbage, jicama, pineapple, 
scallions, and cilantro.  

Toss well and serve chilled.  

This newsletter and any information contained herein are intended for general informational purposes only and should not be 
construed as legal, financial or medical advice. The publisher takes great efforts to ensure the accuracy of information con-
tained in this newsletter. However, we will not be responsible at any time for any errors or omissions or any damages, howso-
ever caused, that result from its use. Seek competent professional advice and/or legal counsel with respect to any matter 
discussed or published in this newsletter. This newsletter is not intended to solicit properties currently for sale.  
 
 

Sudoku instructions: Complete the 9 × 9 grid so that each row, each column 
and each of the nine 3 × 3 boxes contains the digits 1 through 9. Contact me for 
the solution! 

Adrienne Green 
Samson Properties 
14526 Lee Road, Suite 100 
Chantilly, VA 20151 
571-207-0890 
adrienne@adriennegreen.com 
 www.adriennegreen.com 
Facebook.com/AdrienneGreenRealtor 

 
Thanks for reading! If you're thinking of buying or selling real estate, please get in touch. 
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