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SIX MUST-HAVES  
TO SET THE STAGE 
FOR A QUICK SALE 

Is your home ready to welcome potential buyers? To 
create the best appeal (and fetch the best price), it is 
helpful to stage your home.  

Home staging refers to preparing your space to make it 
appealing to the highest number of buyers, with the 
goal of selling the home quickly and profitably.  

While each house offers unique appeal, a few staging 
tips are helpful for nearly any home. To roll out the red 
carpet for your potential buyers, include the following 
must-have items. 

Plants: Greenery makes a room feel warm and inviting. 
Use floor plants, tabletop plants or shelf plants to bring 
life to the corners of the room.  

Candles: These provide a nice touch, but be sure to 
choose unscented or lightly scented. You don’t want to 
overwhelm visitors with an aroma or risk choosing a 
scent they don’t like. 

Flowers: Add color and cheer to your yard and your 
interior with in-season blooms.  

Throw pillows: Adding these to your beds, chairs and/
or couches can provide a nice finishing touch to your 
décor that makes the space more appealing. 

Towels: Coordinated linens in the bathroom create a 
clean, crisp, and luxurious atmosphere. Make sure 
towels are hung neatly and are in good condition. A 
brand-new hand towel can provide a nice touch. 

Artwork: Neutral artwork on the walls is preferable to 
family portraits. Remember, the goal is to make your 
space appealing to as many buyers as possible. This 
means depersonalizing so they can envision themselves 
in your space instead of you. 

Buying a home is a complex process with many fac-
tors to consider.  

Prepare for the decisions you’ll need to make along 
the way by requesting my free report, “10 Easy 
Steps to Buying a Home.” 

Just call me at (571) 207-0890  or email me at 
adrienne@adriennegreen.com and I’ll send it right 
out to you. 

THINKING OF BUYING A NEW 
HOME? 

 GET MY FREE GUIDE 

BROUGHT TO YOU BY— 

THE 

CARDINAL 

“Creative types” are a myth. It’s not 
because they don’t exist. It’s because we’re 
all creative. Some of us simply lose touch 
with our creative sides along the way. 

We don’t all have to be artists and writers, 
but there are benefits to taking up creative 
endeavors. They help us express ourselves, 
relieve stress and anxiety, and give us a 
sense of freedom. If it’s been a long time 
since you’ve doodled, painted, or written 
freely, you simply need to spark your 
creativity. Here are four ways to do so. 

Put your phone away. Boredom or free time 
is great for getting creative, but we’ve 
gotten so used to taking out our phones 
whenever we have a free second. Try a 
digital detox for a few hours or a few days 
and see what happens. 

Listen to or watch something creative. A 
documentary about an artist or chef or a 
TED talk by a creator can be a great way to 
inspire your own creative thoughts. 

Go outside. Head out into nature for a walk 
or jog, or just to sit and reflect. Natural 
beauty and wildlife can help lift a creative 
fog. 

Just do it. Set aside some time and grab a 
notebook and a pen, or watercolors and a 
canvas. Then dive in. Don’t think about 
what you’re going to write, sketch, or paint; 
just start and see what happens.  

If you practice these techniques, you might 
be surprised at the creative juices that start 
to flow! 

HOW TO UNLEASH YOUR CREATIVITY 
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WHY NOT PASS ME TO A 
FRIEND? 

If you’ve enjoyed this newsletter and 
found its information useful, please pass it 
to a neighbor, friend or co-worker. 

QUICK 

FIVE SMART WAYS TO USE YOUR TAX 
REFUND 

Receiving a check from the IRS is exciting— but making 
the decision on what to actually do with the extra 
money in your pocket can be difficult. You worked 
hard for your tax refund, so now it’s your refund’s turn 
to work hard for you! Right now, the current average 
tax refund according to the IRS is $1,949. Here are five 
ways your tax return could bring you value this year. 

1. Save Up for A Down Payment 
If you’re in the market to buy a home, a tax refund 
could be the boost you need to save for a down pay-
ment. With that extra tax return cash in your pocket, 
you could be able to move into your dream home 
sooner than you originally thought! 

2. Pay Down Debt or Prepay Your Mortgage 
If you already have a mortgage, paying a little more on 
your monthly payment means you’ll be paying less on 
interest and gaining more equity. The same goes for 
credit cards, student loans, car loans, etc. Your tax 
refund can help pave the pathway towards your finan-
cial freedom. 

3. Make Home Improvements 
There’s no place like home – so making it look more 
appealing can improve your daily quality of life. Sim-
ple DIY projects like freshening up the paint on your 
walls, installing new fixtures, and remodeling areas of 
your kitchen or bathroom can make you feel great and 
increase the value of your home. 

 You worked hard for your tax refund, so now it’s your 
refund’s turn to work hard for you! 

 4. Replace Old Appliances 
Old appliances aren’t only a pain to deal with, they 
may also be costing you more money and lowering 
your home value! Simply by purchasing a new energy-
efficient refrigerator or oven you could potentially 
lower your monthly utility bill and update the overall 
look of your kitchen. 

5. Treat Yourself! 
It’s never a bad thing to treat yourself to something 
that makes you feel happy. If you’ve already paid 
down your debt over the years, it may finally be time 
to use that hard-earned money for something you’ve 
had on your mind for a long time. The choice is ulti-
mately up to you! 
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LOCAL BUSINESS FEATURE: 
Neha Mago  with 

Fushionista 

At a recent luncheon I met Neha and saw the fabulous flatware that she sells 
through her business Fushionista. If you are looking for a unique addition to your 
table, or a one-of-a-kind gift, this flatware is perfect! 
 
When Did you Create this Business? 
Fushionista was founded in 2013, and offered elite class interior design services 
before indulging itself in the flatware business. 
 
What Is Your Goal or Philosophy With This Business? 
Good design is good business. This is the philosophy that has guided Fushionista 
since its inception. We feel responsible for the client’s needs and budgets - it’s im-
portant that it must be functional, designed for endurance, and respectful of our 
environment. It should also respect the community’s history and culture, binding 
the present with the past while incorporating the latest technology.   
 
How Does Being in Northern Virginia Enhance Your Business? 
I believe Northern Virginia is a miracle region and a great area for small businesses. 
There is tremendous opportunity here. The area provides both global access, na-
tional influence, and strongly woven local networks, making it a powerful place to 
start and grow your business.  
 
Can You Share a “Hidden Gem” in NOVA: A place or event that you enjoy that’s 
under the radar ? 
The gourmet farm to table restaurants are a treat for this region. Every year the 
number of farm to table restaurants are growing rapidly. The “Restaurant at Pa-
towmack Farm” is an absolute favorite and a hidden gem that I would highly rec-
ommend. They have fresh ingredients brought to their kitchen, picked by the 
farmer, at their peak, that very morning. Their aim is to surprise and satisfy at each 
course with attention to detail creating a holistic experience that keeps the diner 
engaged. They are one the first farm restaurants in the country and have always 
respected where their food is sourced from. A must visit.   
 
 
Learn more about Fushionista at fushionista.com. You can reach Neha directly at  
nehamago@fushionista.com  or (703) 992-5490 with questions or to place an 
order. 
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NORTHERN VIRGINIA REAL ESTATE MARKET STATISTICS 

The secret of a successful party is 
comfort—yours and that of your guests. 
Yet all too often we are so concerned 
about doing everything right that hosting 
turns into a stress fest. When you are the 
host, you want your friends to feel 
welcome and at home. Everything you do 
in preparation for the event is in service of 
that goal, and the less you fuss, the better 
it is for everyone. See if these tips make 
hosting easier next time. 

No one wants to feel uncomfortable 
because they can’t eat what you have 
prepared. Reach out ahead of time and ask 
about food allergies or restrictions.  

Make the table pretty without a lot of fuss. 
Flowers add color and warmth to the 
setting, but keep arrangements low so they 
don’t interfere with conversation. 

Soft music is a lovely addition. Instrumental 
or easy listening is usually best. 

Prepare a meal you’ve made successfully 
before, so you’re confident about the 
outcome. Keep it simple. 

Serve a pleasing dessert (or maybe two) to 
complete the meal sweetly.  

And relax! Remember, hospitality is all 
about comfort. With less stress, you’ll be a 
great success, and your guests will feel 
sincerely welcomed. 

ASK THE AGENT: THIS 
MONTH’S QUESTION 

What if the seller doesn’t accept my offer? 

First, it’s important to realize that this is 
common. In many cases, sellers don’t accept 
the offer given to them by the potential 
buyer. Instead, they make a counter offer.  

This is likely what will happen when you 
make an offer on a home. If this occurs, your 
offer has not been rejected. It has simply 
been countered. The seller will typically ask 
for a higher price than you originally offered 
and may request an alteration of other terms 
on the contract as well.  

When a counter-offer is made, you will work 
with your real estate agent to review the 
offer and decide if you want to accept it or 
make another counter-offer.  

It is normal for negotiations to go back and 
forth several times before all parties come to 
a final agreement on terms. This could 
happen in a matter of minutes, but it often 
takes up to several hours or days. 

HOSTING TIPS TO ENHANCE YOUR HOSPITALITY 

Each month I’ll give you a new question. Just email me at 
adrienne@adriennegreen.com or call (571) 207-0890 for the 
answer. 

Who is considered the “father of computers” for his creation of 
the first mechanical computer? 

QUICK 
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MARINATED EGGPLANT 

Serves 4 as a side dish 

 2‒3 medium eggplants 

 Olive oil for brushing 

 Salt and pepper to taste 

 2 tablespoons chopped cilantro 

 2 tablespoons chopped parsley 

 1 tablespoon chopped basil 

 3 tablespoons lemon juice 

 4 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil 

 1 clove garlic, crushed 

 Red pepper flakes, to taste 
 

Preheat oven to 425 degrees. 

Trim the ends off the eggplants. Cut into thirds 
widthwise and then into wedges. Line the 
wedges on a large baking sheet, skin side 
down, and brush generously with olive oil. 
Season with salt and pepper and roast for 15‒
20 minutes or until they are soft and golden 
brown on the edges. 

Meanwhile, whisk together the herbs, pepper 
flakes, lemon juice, olive oil, and crushed gar-
lic in a large bowl. 

While the eggplants are still hot, add them to 
the marinade and toss to coat completely.  

Allow to marinate for 2 hours before serving.  

This newsletter and any information contained herein are intended for general informational purposes only and should not be 
construed as legal, financial or medical advice. The publisher takes great efforts to ensure the accuracy of information con-
tained in this newsletter. However, we will not be responsible at any time for any errors or omissions or any damages, howso-
ever caused, that result from its use. Seek competent professional advice and/or legal counsel with respect to any matter 
discussed or published in this newsletter. This newsletter is not intended to solicit properties currently for sale.  
 
 

Sudoku instructions: Complete the 9 × 9 grid so that each row, each column 
and each of the nine 3 × 3 boxes contains the digits 1 through 9. Contact me for 
the solution! 

Adrienne Green 
Samson Properties 
14526 Lee Road, Suite 100 
Chantilly, VA 20151 
571-207-0890 
adrienne@adriennegreen.com 
 www.adriennegreen.com 
Facebook.com/AdrienneGreenRealtor 

 
Thanks for reading! If you're thinking of buying or selling real estate, please get in touch. 
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